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The dispersal of early hominins out of Africa constitutes a central issue in paleoanthropological and 
palaeolithic studies. Major paleoanthropological discoveries made recently in Africa and Eurasia have shown 
Ihat the emergence of early humans and their subsequent dispersal into Eurasia, as well as the beginning of 
stone tools outside Africa occurred much earlier than was commonly believed. North Africa is geographically 
a crossword between Europe and Asia, and it is likely that early hominins inhabited this part of the African 
continent before their spread into the northern hemisphere. There are a number of localities in sealed 
stratigraphic sequence with Oldowan artifacts that provide evidence 01 early hominin presence in North 
Africa. For instance, Ain Hanech and EI-Kherba sites (Algeria) are dated between 1.95 and 1.78 million years 
ago and have yielded Oldowan stone tools associated with a savanna-like fauna contained in Iloodplain 
deposits, including Proboscidea, hippo, rhinos, equids, bovids, girafids, suid , and carnivores. The fauna 
suggests an open and dry environment though with the presence of permanent water. Furthermore, stable 
isotope analysis on pedogenic carbonate suggests that the EI-Kherba profile may record change in organic 
matter input over time that is consistent with the general Plio-Pleistocene continental trend 01 increasing 
aridilication and grassland expansion. Made 01 limestone and flint, the Oldowan industry comprises core 
forms, debitage, and retouched pieces, and is very similar to one known at Olduvai Upper Bed Iflower Bed 
11. Subsistence analysis indicates that Ain Hanech and EI-Kherba hominins were largely responsible for the 
sile accumulation and documents for the first time evidence of early hominin large animal foraging 
capabilities in northern Africa during the Early Pleistocene. 
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